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appeared sufficient for BAM. The slightly inferior results on 
target coverage for MSM are likely due to the variations of 
the femoral head positions influencing proton range and dose 
distribution. 
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Purpose/Objective: Patients with head and neck cancer can 
experience considerable tumour shrinkage during their 
treatment course which in turn can lead to alterations of the 
planned dose distribution. In this study we evaluate and 
compare the robustness of standard and dose-painted plans 
in presence of extensive tumour shrinkage. 
Materials and Methods: Eleven patients with extensive in-
treatment tumour shrinkage (mean shrinkage 87.2 cm^3) 
were selected for this retrospective study. The patients 
underwent 3 to 5 CT scans during their course of 
radiotherapy (RT). Two planning strategies were simulated on 
this dataset using VMAT: 1) standard integrated boost plans 
delivering a uniform dose of 2 Gy x 34 to the tumor PTV and 
2) a data-driven dose-painting protocol (CONTRAST), in which 
five different dose levels are given, with the 18F-
fludeoxyglucose PET-positive region receiving 2.35 Gy x 34.  
An expert radiation oncologist manually contoured the GTV 
on all in-treatment scans, to which the plans were then 
transferred and recalculated. The GTV volume as well as the 
dose to the spinal cord and the mandible were reported. 
Using the Wilcoxon matched pairs signed rank test we tested 
the hypothesis that tumour shrinkage causes significant dose 
increase to the spinal cord and the mandible. Finally we 
investigated if there was any significant difference in dose 
increase to these OAR's between the standard protocol and 
the CONTRAST protocol. 
Results: A significant in-treatment dose-increase was found 
in the spinal cord (p < 0.003) of 1.1 Gy +/-0.9 Gy (median +/- 
interquartile range) using the standard protocol and 1.2 Gy 
+/- 1.6 Gy using the CONTRAST protocol (illustrated in figure 
1, bottom). The increase in spinal cord dose was not 
statistically different between the two planning strategies 
(P=0.77). 
In the mandible a dose increase of 0.5 Gy +/- 0.8 Gy using 
standard plans and 1.35 Gy +/- 1.6 Gy using CONTRAST-plans 
was found. For patients with a PET-positive volume close to 
the mandible, the dose constraint to this OAR was clearly 
violated, as illustrated in figure 1 (top).  
 
 
 
Conclusions: Tumour shrinkage had a statistically significant 
impact on the delivered doses to the spinal cord and the 
mandible. The dose increase found is modest in both organs 
in spite of considerable tumour shrinkage. Standard plans and 
dose-painted plans created using the CONTRAST protocol are 
equally robust with regard to the spinal cord and the increase 
in dose is probably clinically irrelevant. Standard plans 
appear more robust than CONTRAST plans with regard to the 
mandible, due to high dose boosting of regions close to the 
OAR (see figure 1). For cases where large tumours are in 
proximity of an important OAR and a large tumour shrinkage 
is observed, an adaptive strategy may be necessary. 
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Purpose/Objective: To use cone beam computed tomography 
(CBCT) images for reliable and robust proton dose and range 
calculations. Scatter induced reconstruction errors are the 
dominant artifacts affecting CBCT HU accuracy. In order to 
generate a CBCT image for reliable dose and range 
calculations, scatter effects must be removed. 
Materials and Methods: Two common scatter correction 
methods were tested: uniform scatter model and a priori CT 
based scatter generation. Images were acquired for a 
electron density calibration phantom, multiple 
anthropomorphic phantoms, and patients selected from 
multiple treatment locations including cranial, prostate, and 
thoracic. For the phantom studies the diagnostic CT was 
considered to be the gold standard for dose and range 
calculations. For the patient studies, all daily comparisons 
